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1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An article having on at least a portion of a surface a multi- 
layer coating comprising: 

th e suiface, and the sui face is on e of a faucet suiface and a dooi kiiob surface; 
a layer comprised of polymer on said surface of said article; and 
a color and protective layer comprised of refractory metal compound or refractory metal 
alloy compound on said layer comprised of polymer, and said color and protfrCtivfr layer 
romprispH of rp.frartory metal mm pnnnH or refractory metal alloy compound is uncoated. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 1 wherein said refractory metal compound or refractory 
metal alloy compound is selected from the group consisting of nitrides, carbides, oxides and 
carbonitrides. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 2 wherein said refractory metal compound or refractory 
metal alloy compound is a refractory metal nitride or refractory metal alloy nitride. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 1 wherein a layer comprised of refractory metal or 
refractory metal alloy is on said layer comprised of polymer. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim [[4]]S.wherein said layer comprised of 
the reartion products; of (i) refrantory metal or refractory metal alloy . (\\^ OX Vgen and (iii) 
nitrogen is; layer comprised of refractory metal oxide or refractory metal alloy oxide is on said 
color and protective layer comprised of refiacloiy metal compound or refraLluiy nietal ally 
c o mp o und . 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim [[4]]24_wherein a layer comprised of 
the reaction products of (i) refrac tory met?t1 or refractory metal alloy, (ii^l oxygen and Tiii'l 
nitrogen is a layer comprised of refractory metal oxide or refractory metal ally oxide is on said 
color and piotcctive layer comprised of r e fiactoiy metal coinpound or refratluiy metal alloy 
compound . 
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7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An nniclf. hnving on least ri poition of n snifrine 'A nniilri- 

Lsypr mati ng rnmprising- 

layer mmpri^ed of polymer on <s^i\d siiifnce of sinid rnticle: 

a rolor nnd proter.tive layer nompris;pfl of rpiVnr.tory metal coiripoiind or refnictory metal 
alloy r.ompoimH on <;n iri layer rompri<;ed of polymer: and 

The art i cle of claim 1 wherein a color and pro t ective a-layer comprised of the reaction 
products of (i) refractory metal or refractory metal alloy, (ii) oxygen and (iii) nitrogen ts-on said 
layer comprised of refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 1 wherein said layer comprised of polymer is 
comprised of epoxy urethane. 

10. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of claim 1 wherein said refractory metal 
compound or refractory metal alloy compound is selected from the group consisting of nitrides 
and carbonitrides. 

11. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of claim 10 wherein a layer comprised of 
refractory metal or refractory metal alloy is on said layer comprised of polymer. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim [[1 l]]2fi_wherein said I ?iyer comprised 
of the reaction prodiirts of (i) refractory metal or refractory metal alloy, (u) oxygen and fii i) 



c o l o r and piotcctivc layei - comprised of refrac t ory metal compound or lefractory metal all o y 
compound . 




.a layer comprised of refractory metal oxide or refractory metal alloy oxid( 
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13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim [[1 l]]22-wherein said layfT comprised 
of the, reartinn prndiirtR of (i) rftfr artnry mptal or refractory metal nllny. (W) oxygen nnd Tiii^ 
nitrogen is n hyrr comprised of refractory metal oxide or refractory metal alloy oxide is on said 
color and prot e ctive layer comprised of i r fiactoiy in c tal c o mpound or refractory m e tal alloy 
compound . 

14 and 15. (CANCELLED) 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 1 wherein said color and protective layer 
comprised of refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound provides one of a gold 
color, a brass color, and-jQna nickel color. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 1 wherein said color and protective layer 
comprised of refractory metal compounds compound or refractory metal alloy compound provides a 
nickel color. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 1 wherein the surface is thc-2-faucet 
surface . 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 1 wherein the surface is thc-a-door 
knob surface. 

20. (NEW) The article of claim 1 wherein said layer comprised of polymer is direcdy on said 
surface of said article. 

21. (NEW) The article of claim 1 wherein said color and protective layer comprised of 
refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound is directly on said layer 
comprised of polymer. 
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22. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said refractory metal compound or refractory metal 
alloy compound is selected from the group consisting of nitrides, carbides, oxides and 
carbonitrides. 

23. (NEW) The article of claim 22 wherein said refractory metal compound or refractory 
metal alloy compound is a refractory metal nitride or refractory metal alloy nitride. 

24. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein a layer comprised of refractory metal or refractory 
metal alloy is on said layer comprised of polymer. 

25. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said layer comprised of polymer is comprised of 
epoxy urethane. 

26. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said refractory metal compound or refractory metal 
alloy compound is selected from the group consisting of nitrides and carbonitrides. 

27. (NEW) The article of claim 26 wherein a layer comprised of refractory metal or refractory 
metal alloy is on said layer comprised of polymer. 

28. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said color and protective layer comprised of 
refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound provides one of a gold color, a brass 
color, or nickel color. 

29. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said color and protective layer comprised of 
refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound provides a nickel color. 

30. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein the surface is a faucet. 

31. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein the surface is a door knob. 
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32. (NEW) The 'article of claim 8 wherein said layer comprised of polymer is directly on said 
surface of said article. 

33. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said color and protective layer comprised of 
refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy compound is directly on said layer 
comprised of polymer. 

34. (NEW) The article of claim 8 wherein said layer comprised of the reaction products of (i) 
refractory metal or refractory metal alloy, (ii) oxygen and (iii) nitrogen is directly on said color 
and protective layer comprised of refractory metal compound or refractory metal alloy 
compound. 
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